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much about the mysteries of their music as a Western mind
was supposed to be able to grasp.
Chinese music, then, was of two kinds before we sent them
jazz. There was the popular music which consisted of taking
any instrument and making any sort of joyous, shrill sounds
to the banging rhythm of any sort of percussion instrument
up to and down from long cannon. That sort of joyous
shrillness is not perhaps to our taste, but neither is our idea of
melody to theirs. Sir Robert once asked me to take a very
famous Cathayan tenor to hear Henschell, the great bass,
give a recital of bass lieder. The Easterner's voice was a
falsetto so high that some of its notes, like the voice of the
bat, were indistinguishable to Western ears.
He listened to Mr. Henschell who, besides being a bass
with notes so deep that they also were sometimes almost
indistinguishable even to Westerners, was one of the best
musicians of his day. He listened with politeness and attention
and expressed celestial pleasure at the performance. But he
made to a friend remarks which were afterwards translated
to me: he could not understand why the distinguished red
devil singer should exert himself to make sounds like the
lamentations of a water-buffalo took sick.
I ventured to point out to his compatriot that his own
ceremonial music made an almost exclusive use of the lower
registers. He answered that that might very well be the
case, but he had never heard any and did not believe that
anybody but the Son of Heaven had heard any for I forget
how many hundred years.
It is then sacred and ceremonial—so sacred that no one
but people of the very highest ears may listen to it ...
and so difficult that you must study for more than half a
lifetime before you can master the accompaniment to the
most minor ritual dances. So you do not perform the music
of the Guiding Light until you are ready for the grave
and thus of great purity of heart and manners. In addition
the notation is very complicated. A Chinese score reads:
The honourable performer on the serpent will sound the
lowest A natural below the line at the seventh strength and
the duration of two heart beats; at the same time the

